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Handloom Textiles
Historical and literary writings and travelogues by foreigners abound in accounts of Indian
fabrics that testify to the international reputation and elegance of these fabrics from the earliest
times. The creations of the handloom weaver cover a wide range of products, and their
application and use likewise cover a wide range of consumers, from the fastidious to the
ordinary, from the indigenous to the overseas. All these have contributed to the role of this
ancient craft in the economic and cultural life of the people, especially in the rural areas.
Notwithstanding the decline evidenced in certain aspects, the handloom sector has been able
to withstand pressures and compete successfully with the products of the organised industry
in texture, design and consumer appeal.
Andhra Pradesh offers a rich fare in hand-woven and hand-printed textiles which were
the subject of extensive trade with the Far East and Europe from the earliest times which
in turn influenced, In great measure, the subsequent trends in terms of use of the variety
of materials, the range of textiles, designs and colours. Another special feature is that the
handloom industry In A.P. has come to envelop the use of all the three main varieties of raw
material, viz. cotton, silk and wool. There is no district in A.P. which does not lay claim to
some form of hand-woven speciality or the other. The following examples present the more
Important among the hand-woven textiles which have made an impact on markets not only
within the country but in many parts of the world.
Dharmavaram silk sarees with broad solid colour borders and contrasting 'pallav' woven
with brocaded gold patterns are worn on all important occasions. The sarees with their
close similarity to silk sarees produced in other centres like Kanchipuram silk sarees have a
wide appeal. Gadwal and Kothakota in Mahabubnagar district, also rich in silk and brocade
work, offer distinctive patterns influenced by the motifs ('Hamsa', 'YalP, etc.) drawn from the
monuments of the area. Besides, Gadwal offers a combination of cotton and silk, with a
cotton body with zari checks or other motifs and rich silk and gold border and pallav.
The Narayanpet silk sarees have a distinctive style of their own influenced by the styles
evolved in the Maharashtra region with the "patti* border and a broad pallav known as the
'top-tenni" pallav.
Among the cotton sarees, the Venkatagirl sarees excel by virtue of their use of finely spun
cotton yarn of 120 count both In the warp and the weft, combined with gold border and gold
pallav. The cotton sarees woven in Siddipet, like their counter parts woven in places like
Uppada, used to have elaborate extra weft and pallav. One of the popular, less expensive
type woven In Siddipet, is the saree carrying the 'gollabhama' (milkmaid) pattern on the border
and the pallav, Among the centres known for weaving a variety of less expensive qualities
of sarees with attractive checks and borders with gold thread or with simple cotton designs,
mention may be made of Uppada, Guntur, Chlrala, Machilipatnam and Madhavaram.